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sion, will help scientists measure how fast
the solar system is expanding in relation to
how fast the entire universe is expanding,
Wright said.

To date, the CMB work that has been
conducted shows the universe is made up of
73 percent dark energy, 23 percent cold
dark matter and 4 percent atoms.

“Finding the nature of dark energy and
cold dark matter will give cosmologists
plenty to work on for the next century,”
Wright said.

Wright’s work on COBE earned 
him NASA’s Exceptional Scientific
Achievement Medal in 1992. He is now
working on WMAP. Wright also is  an
interdisciplinary scientist on the Spitzer
Space Telescope, launched in 2003, and the
principal investigator on the Wide-field
Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE), to be
launched in 2008.
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